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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
ART TATE, Assistant Director, University Relations 
Office: (217) 581-5983 - Home: (217) 348-7553 
89-731 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
DEC fl 6 lf':""C'i ' \: l l..i..;'"' 
FOUR EASTERN STUDENTS NOMINATED FOR ALL-USA ACADEMIC TEAM 
CHARLESTON, IL--Four Eastern Illinois University students have 
been nominated for the All-USA Academic Team sponsored by USA 
Today. 
Eastern's nominees are David Braddock of Bluford, Sheila Gainey 
of Peoria, Sherry McCoy of Martinsville, and Todd Young of 
Shumway. They were nominated by the University's Honors Council 
and the Executive Committee of the Association of Honors Students. 
The qualifications of each nominee will be judged by a panel of 
educators. First, second and third teams will be selected based on 
the students' excellence in scholarship and leadership, both on and 
off campus. 
These winners will be featured in a special section of USA 
Today, planned for January. The 20 first-team members will be 
invited to a ceremony in Washington, D.C. to receive their awards. 
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The selection process is largely determined by a written 
description of efforts and achievements submitted by each nominee. 
This provides the panel with an original academic or intellectual 
product by which to judge the students. 
As a supplement to the written description, the nominees will 
be judged on the basis of recommendations from their nominators and 
three other persons of their choice. 
Co-sponsors of the award are the National Association of 
Independent Colleges and Universities {NAICU), the National 
Association of State Universities and Land-Grant Colleges 
{NASULGC), the American Association of Colleges for Teacher 
Education (AACTE) and the Council for the Advancement and Support 
of Education (CASE). These co-sponsors developed the criteria for 
the award and selected the panel of judges. 
The academic team is fashioned much in the same manner as the 
USA Today All-USA Football and Basketball Teams named each of the 
last seven years. 
According to USA Today Editor Peter s. Prichard, "Academic 
skills deserve at least equal recognition to scoring touchdowns and 
sinking jump shots." 
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